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that is ours. The future lies in our 
hands, for in the gospel committed to 
us we have the only solution for the 
problems which the future will bring. 
But we must use this mighty weapon. 
We must place this great standard at 
the forefront of our ranks where friend 



and foe alike can see. Nothing else 
must be allowed to usurp the position 
that belongs to it alone. Not even the 
Bible has a right to stand between the 
church and the carrying forward of the 
work which the church's Lord has 
intrusted to it. 
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Never before in the history of man 
has there been such a complete upheaval 
in world-affairs happening in so short a 
time as that which we find ourselves 
witnessing today. There have previ- 
ously been upheavals of nations, insti- 
tutions, philosophies, before this, but 
none have come so suddenly, or with 
such force, or have been so complete, as 
that which has happened since August, 
1 9 14. The Reformation was the result 
of centuries of meditation and silent 
protest, but the changes which we have 
witnessed seem to have been born in a 
night full-grown. The map of the 
world is being fearfully broken; phi- 
losophies are being discarded; fictitious 
values are assuming their real worth; 
many things and institutions which we 
thought eternal have crumbled as dust. 

We are not prepared to state just 
what has caused this great crisis. It 
does not seem sufficient to say that it 



was caused by the murder of the Crown 
Prince of Austria by the Serbian in 
Serajevo. There had been other mur- 
ders committed whose offense was 
equally as great. Nor does it seem 
sufficient to say that it was caused by 
German ambitions in the Near East 
wholly, nor by conflicting trade interests 
between Germany and England. It 
does not seem sufficient to say that it was 
caused by a sudden impulse on the part 
of aristocracy to crush democracy and 
socialism. All of these may have been 
contributing causes, but back behind 
them all seems to be something else 
which has been hidden. 

In a little book entitled Hurrah 
and Hallelujah, 1 by Dr. J. P. Bang, pro- 
fessor of theology in the University of 
Copenhagen, there is given an orderly 
arrangement of the teachings of Ger- 
many's poets, prophets, professors, and 
preachers since 1874. In this book the 



1 Hurrah and Hallelujah. By J. P. Bang. New York: Doran, 1917. Pp.234. $100. 
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author does not argue much; he mainly 
quotes, but his quotations are severe 
indictments upon a nation. According 
to this book the nation seems to have 
mapped out a political program and then 
to have manufactured a philosophical 
and religious program to harmonize 
with it. The nation seems to have 
created for herself a false god and to 
have worshiped him. She seems to 
have manufactured for herself an exag- 
gerated conception of herself and her 
relationship to the rest of the world. 
She seems to have successfully blinded 
her eyes as to what real Christianity is 
and to have formulated for herself 
a peculiar German Christianity. She 
seems to have lost sight of modern con- 
ceptions of brotherhood and to have 
intoxicated herself with the poison of 
a peculiar German humanity, which 
appears to be a gross inhumanity. And 
because of these false estimates she has 
plunged the whole world into the 
maelstrom of this awful struggle; is 
making the face of Europe gory with 
human blood; is causing sorrow, suffer- 
ing, sadness in millions of human hearts; 
is upsetting the peace and harmony of 
our civilization; is materially affecting 
the entire Christian program of the ages. 
What caused this ? Just what was the 
immediate cause we could not state, 
but it seems evident that the system 
of philosophy, religion, and ethics 
which she has breathed for the past 
forty years has been the fundamental 
cause. 

Today the world is longing for peace. 
It has never wanted war. Mankind 
wants peace, and a peace which will 
make another struggle like this an im- 
possibility. We want no more wars and 



rumors of wars. They are too costly. 
They demand too much of that which is 
priceless. How are we to get what 
we want out of this struggle? There 
have been many attempts at getting rid 
of war, but so far they have all failed. 
The Hague Conference failed. Arbitra- 
tion treaties have failed. Peace treaties 
have been as scraps of paper. All 
human methods have proved futile. 

There is no place for discussing the 
question as to whether we could have 
kept out of the war. That time is past. 
No matter what caused it, we are now 
in it and along with the rest of the world 
face to face with a great crisis. This 
war is not a contest between nations; it 
is a contest between two civilizations. 
Upon its issue will be determined 
whether our Christian civilization shall 
be saved or whether we desire a return 
to the civilization of the Dark Ages. 
Upon its issue will be determined the 
future policy of the world with regard 
to the ruling and the ruled classes of the 
world; whether we will admit that might 
makes right, or whether the small and 
the weak have a right to their separate 
existence, though they be small and 
weak; whether we wish to regard woman 
as being but the female of the species, fit 
only to produce offspring who will serve 
in armies, or whether we wish to per- 
petuate the sacredness of Christian 
motherhood and wifehood; whether we 
wish to live under democratic institu- 
tions, or whether we wish these insti- 
tutions to be crushed by a self-created 
autocracy. These seem to be the issues 
today in this great struggle. No man 
with real red blood in his veins can 
hesitate in deciding on which side he 
will take his stand. 
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We do not know when this war will 
end. No prophet has yet arisen with 
vision keen enough to see through to the 
end. But it will end, and it will end 
triumphantly for Christianity. Of this 
we can feel confident. Its termination 
will place upon the church of Jesus 
Christ her greatest burden. Upon the 
citizenship of America will devolve the 
greatest responsibility of taking the 
leading part in the world's rebuilding 
program. There will be whole nations 
to be rebuilt. They should be rebuilt 
according to the ideals of Christian 
democracy. Autocracies have had their 
day. If the nations are to be rebuilt 
according to Christian ide&ls, then there 
must be Christian leaders ready to take 
their place in the world when this 
rebuilding begins. There will be a 
civilization to be re-established with a 
Christian conscience. The mad demons 
of war have ravaged the earth, spread- 
ing death and desolation. Homes will 
have to be rebuilt, and God must have 
a place in these homes. Industries will 
have to be set in motion, but with the 
thought that the ideals of the Christ 



must be the real motive power. Educa- 
tional institutions will have to be re- 
established, but to be re-established 
upon a Christian foundation, to teach 
a real religion and reveal a real God. 
Where will these leaders come from? 
The Christian leadership of Europe has 
been depleted — sacrificed upon the field 
of battle. Who will take the place of 
these leaders? Europe cannot furnish 
the trained leaders for at least another 
generation. There is but one source 
from which they can come. If these 
places are to be filled and the church 
meets the responsibility which this crisis 
is placing upon her, then America will 
have to realize her world-mission as never 
before. She alone can furnish the 
trained Christian leaders for this emer- 
gency. Will she do it ? If the Christian 
forces of America do not meet this crisis 
by being prepared to send into all the 
world trained Christian leaders to help 
the nations adjust themselves to the 
new order of things and be rebuilt 
according to the ideals of Christian 
democracy, then we can only say, May 
God have mercy on the next generation! 



REINVENTION OF THE PARABLES OF JESUS: 
A SUBJECTIVE INTERPRETATION 



JESSE H. BOND, PH.D. 
Washington, D.C. 



Dr. E. A. Ross, of the University of 
Wisconsin, tells his classes in sociology 
that a social settlement in the congested 
district of a city is "like a turned-up 



lamp." Jesus used the same figure to 
describe the social function of his dis- 
ciples. Men are so much alike that 
when they think of similar things they 



